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(ÏÍÅÃÒÁÆÔ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔȭÓ -ÅÓÓÁÇÅ:  What a wonderful 
convention ! Thank you to Harry and Janette, all of the directors, 
and the volunteers who worked so hard to organize and host 
the 2009 convention. Thanks also to our generous partners who 
contributed to the success. The purpose of a convention is to 
entertain and educate. I hope it was worthwhile for you. All of 
the directors will be reading your comments on the surveys and 
we will strive to address any concerns. We thank you for your 
comments. 
 
Congratulations to all of the contestants in the OAAS 
competitions. Special congratulations to the winners and the 
runners-up. They are listed separately in this issue. We still do 
not have 100% representation from all of the districts in all of 
the competitions. Please include the competitions in your fair 
books and at your district meetings. We want to see the great 
work that is being done in every district. 
 
The theme for 2009-ςπρπ ÉÓ Ȱ Ontario Fairs: Proud Heritage ... 
Promising Future ȰȢ -ÅÒÅÄÉÔÈ ÁÎÄ ) ÈÏÐÅ ×Å ÃÁÎ ÃÁÒÒÙ ÔÈÅ ÇÒÅÁÔ 
traditions from the past into the future while changes in the 
board structure are occurring. This will be the last year for 2 
Presidents. I feel very honoured to be serving as your Homecraft 
President this year. Please let me know your dreams, your 
concerns, and your accomplishments at your fairs. 
 
I welcome your ideas for the homecraft programme at 2010 
convention. We want to continue the homecraft traditions, 
celebrate our accomplishments at our fairs, and educate those 
who are involved as exhibitors, directors, or judges in the 
homecraft areas of our fairs. If you know of topics &/or 
presenters that would be of interest to others, please let me 
know. 
 
I hope to visit as many fairs and district meetings as possible 
this season. Thank you for the many invitations I have received 
already. I am looking forward to this summer and fall. I wish all 
of you across Ontario a successful fair season. 
 

                                                                                 See you at the fair
                 Joanne Miller  

Agriculture  0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔȭÓ -ÅÓÓÁÇÅ:  Spring has finally sprung here in Ontario, 

and Iôm sure most of you are well into the planning and organizing stages for the 

2009 Fair season.  Thank you for taking the time to read your OAAS Gazette ï itôs 

one of our most valuable communication tools and we hope that you benefit from the 

information it offers. 

 

Speaking of communication ï thatôs a word that appears on many evaluation forms 

from Convention delegates and other OAAS members, and itôs a personal goal of 

mine to try to improve and enhance communication within the OAAS.  We need to 

keep the lines of communication open between your Provincial organization, your 

Agricultural Societies, and your members.  There is a lot of information that has to 

flow each year, and we have several ways to help YOU get the details you need to 

stay current in the Fair industry, and to stay involved with the OAAS. 

 

First thereôs the District Directors.  Each District has an Agriculture Director and a 

Homecraft Director.  They meet as a Provincial Board four times a year, and each 

Director sits on at least 2 Committees of that Board.  This is where the business of 

the OAAS gets done, and the information that comes from those meetings is 

available to your Fair at the District meetings (in most Districts thereôs a Spring 

meeting and a Fall meeting).  Of course your District Director is just a phone call or 

an email away if you need to get information in a hurry, or if you need help or advice 

on Fair matters.  Many of the items we discuss at our Directorsô meetings spring 

from issues and concerns that have been raised by our members.  Your District 

Directorsô contact information can be found on our website, www.ontariofairs.com . 

 

Speaking of website, have you checked out the new OAAS site?  It is very user 

friendly, and it provides so much information ï contact info for OAAS Executive 

and Directors; Fair dates and locations; upcoming events (OAAS and Fair events, as 

submitted); competition rules and regulations; Convention round table summaries; 

Service Member contact information; photo gallery; and much more ï not to mention 

a brand new feature, and one we hope youôll take advantage of ï discussion forum 

for Fairs where you can post a comment or question, and have it answered by 

someone who has probably been in the same situation! 

 

Which brings me to another great source of communication ï networking.  I recently 

had the opportunity to represent the OAAS at a Zone meeting of the International 

Association of Fairs and Expositions in London, Ontario.  Besides the informative 

seminars and workshops, it was a great chance to meet folks from other Fairs, some 

huge State Fairs in the USA, and some other, ñaverage-sizedò Fairs (did you know 

that 85% of the IAFE member Fairs have fewer than 25,000 gate attendance?).  We 

have so much in common when it comes to operating our events, I encourage you all 

to go to other Fairs in Ontario, go to your District meetings, go to the Convention in 

Toronto ï youôll meet some great people, and thereôs always something to be 

learned! 

 

Itôs truly an honour and a privilege to serve as your OAAS Agriculture President this 

year, and I look forward to meeting as many of you as possible at your Fair and at 

other OAAS events.  Please donôt hesitate to get in touch with me if thereôs anything 

I or the OAAS can do for your Fair!   

 

Best wishes for a safe and successful 2009 Fair. 

Meredith Brophy  

 

  
 

~ 2009 ð 2010 OAAS President sõ Me ssages ~  

 

  

 

http://www.ontariofairs.com/
http://www.ontariofairs.com/
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, Agr
Sneak Preview, Whatôs Inside 
- OAAS Cookbooks, yummy 

- Meet Your OAAS Presidents, Meredith & Joanne  

- Convention Results Are In  

- Surfôs Upé Explore The  New OAAS Website 

- Online Discussion Forum for Fairs 

- Party Time, Celebrating 150 Years 

- To Old Friends & New on the OAAS Board of Directors 

- Welcome New OAAS Service Members 

- Planning Ahead for 2010  

- Come to Ancaster, Our Doors Are Open 

- RCMP, A Successful Ride 

PROVINCIAL FAIR PASSPORT  
NOW AVAILABLE, $50 + GST 

Contact OAAS today !!! 

New OAAS District Directors  

David Bobier, District #1 Agriculture 

William Morris, District #2, Agriculture 

Judy Drummond, District #2, Homecraft 

Beverley Lane, District #3, Agriculture 

Neil Guthrie, District #4, Agriculture 

Kelly Hayes, District #5, Agriculture 

Gerry Fuchs, District #6, Agriculture 

Joanne Holt, District #7, Homecraft 

Ken Schlorff, District #10, Agriculture 

Norma Poel, District #13, Homecraft 

Percy McNabb, District #14, Agriculture 

Bill McNeill, District #15, Agriculture 

Diana Bockus, Distrct #15, Homecraft 

 

WELCOME Fred Cooper as the new 2
nd

 Vice President 

 

Retired OAAS District  Directors  

Bryce Robinson 

John MacTavish 

Gladys Curry 

Doug Jarrell 

Joyce Kelly 

Lisa Marie Steenhoek 

Evelyne Near 

Bruce Mason 

Ruth Ferguson 

Cliff Shannon 

Earla Haukeness 

Howard Sanderson 

 

 

THANK YOU  Harry Emmott, Agricultural President and 

Janette Mulholland, Homecraft President. 

THANK YOU  Percy McNabb, Agriculture & Pat Marcotte, 

Homecraft as Past Presidents. 

 

CHECK OUT THE NEW OAAS WEBSITE 

www.ontariofairs.com 

¶ Ontario fair dates and contact information 

¶ Service Member contact information 

¶ Upcoming judging school dates 

¶ Grant Information 

¶ Board of Director and Executive contact information 

¶ Industry partner links 

¶ Pictures from across the province 

¶ Forms: convention, competition, awards 

¶ Partnership opportunities 

¶ Constitution & By-Laws 

¶ Upcoming news and events 

¶ Fair discussion board (see page 3 for more details) 

¶ Agriculture Education activities 

¶ OAAS Merchandise (cookbooks, judging standards books) 

¶ Working with local media to promote your fair 

 

Celebrating 150
th
 Anniversary in 2009 

 

 

 
 

DIRECTORY CORRECTIONS 

Cobden Fair Date: August 27-30, 2009 
 

OAAS 2nd Vice President, Fred Cooper 
new email: derfcooper@gmail.com  

 
District #1 Homecraft Director, Barbara Ann Glaude 

  new email: glaudale@xplornet.com 

As a result of the 

success of the 

RCMP Musical 

Ride performances 

that  were hosted by 

the Listowel 

Agricultural 

Society at the 

Listowel 

Fairgrounds this 

past year, a cheque 

for $2500 was 

presenting to Mark 

 Tarbush of the Listowel Memorial Hospital Foundation.  

Presenting the cheque were, left to right, Kristine Farrish, 2008-

09 Listowel Fair Ambassador; Penny Hawthorne, President, 

Listowel Agricultural Society; Mark Tarbush and Elizabeth 

Johnston, Chair, RCMP Musical Ride Committee.      

Photo Credit:  Sue Farrish 

 

 

RCMP MUSICAL RIDE SUPPORTS COMMUNITY HOSPITAL 
 

 
 

Cobden Agricultural Society  

Comber Agricultural Society 

Harriston-Minto Agricultural Society 

Howick Agricultural Society  

Mount Forest Agricultural Society 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Check out page 5 for an update regarding  

the District # 7 Resolution that was 

presented at the OAAS Annual Meeting.  

http://www.ontariofairs.com/
mailto:derfcooper@gmail.com
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2010 OAAS Convention: February 18 ð 20,  Royal York Hotel, Toronto, ON  

Visit www.ofac.org for a great Ag Aware Toolkit and resources dealing with farm tours, displays, Ag. activities, petting zoo guidelines etc. 

UPCOMING JUDGING SCHOOLS  
 
District #1 - May 2, Avonmore ~ Culinary Arts 

District #2 ï May 23, Lombardy ~ Exhibitor Workshop  

District #3 -  May 23, Madoc ~ Canning/Baking 

District #4 - May 16, Lindsay ~ Quilts/Baking 

District #7 - November, Grand River (Elora) ~ Canning, Baking      

District #8 - May 9, Stratford ~ Quilts  

District #10 - May 2, Walkerton  ~ Fruit/Roots/Field Crops/ Veggies 

                      June 6, Markdale ~ Crafts  

District #11-  June 20, Sundridge ~ Culinary Arts 

District #12 ï July 4, Iron Bridge ~ Exhibitor Workshop  
                                                          (in conjunction with Quilt Show) 

District #15 ï late Spring, Kenora 

 
** Please contact your District Director for more information **  

 

PREVIEW ~ OAAS CONVENTION 2010 

February 18 ï 20, Royal York Hotel 
 

Thursday February 18    Registration, Convention  

                                          Seminars, Round Table  

                                          Discussions, Evening                                           

                                          Showcase, Live Auction 

Friday February 19      Annual Meeting, Seminars, 

                                       Tradeshow, Family  

                                          Entertainment Showcase,  

                                          Presidentsô Reception 

Saturday February 20     Round Table Discussions 

 

 

Is Your Fair Celebrating its 150
th

 this Year? 

Ontar io Agri -Food Education Inc. has black 

and white laminated historical agriculture  

prints for your special display! 
Contact Lorna Wilson for more information by phone at  

905-878-1510  or email volunteer@oafe.org 

 

OAAS WEBSITE ~ A NEW FEATURE é 
FAIR DISCUSSION BOARD 

 

The OAAS has established a discussion board on our new 
website for fairs to post or discuss any issues, comments, 
concerns, announcements etc. 
 
OAAS would like to provide this service to all our members 
to help increase communication between fairs in Ontario. 
 
This discussion board will be monitored to reassure 
appropriate content is being posted. 
 
Directions/instructions to login to  the 
 fair d iscussion board are as follows:  
 
                1. www.ontariofairs.com 

2. Click on Fairs 
3. Drop down menu, Discussion Board 
4. Click on Enter Discussion Board 
5.  Username: fair 
6. Password: discussion 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Jacob Rowe, Wallacetown  

2009 Convention Ambassador Congeniality Winner  

The 2009 FCC Rosemary Davis Award Winners 
Lorna Wilson -  volunteer, educator, mentor  
Georgetown, Ontario  
 
Lorna Wilson continually strives to educate people within and outside the 

agriculture community. 

 

Lorna and husband Lorne have lived on the family field crop farm near 

Georgetown, Ontario for 26 years. Lorna became involved as a volunteer 

through her children's involvement in the local 4-H program. It was second 

nature for her to expand her volunteer activities to other agricultural circles. This 

began her passion for agricultural education and awareness. 

 

Lorna is well known and respected in her community. She is always busy, as 

evidenced by her involvement with several local and provincial organizations. 

 

Currently serving her third term as president of the Halton Federation of 

Agriculture, Lorna is the key spokesperson for local farm issues. 

 

In her position as the Volunteer Coordinator at Ontario Agri-Food Education 

Inc. (OAFE), Lorna provides support and coaching to numerous fairs and 

agriculture education programs throughout Ontario. Through her volunteer web 

page on the OAFE web site, Lorna provides monthly tips and ideas on how 

agriculture education coordinators can enhance their programs. 

 

Lorna conducts workshops throughout the agricultural community on topics 

such as "Treating Your Volunteers Well" and "Spread the Word". She also 

conducts workshops for 4-H Ontario and the Junior Farmers Association of 

Ontario. 

 

She recently became Associate Agricultural Director for District 5 of the Ontario 

Association of Agricultural Societies - an area covering 24 county fairs. 

 

Lorna lives, works and breathes agriculture and never misses an opportunity to 

educate people on the subject - from lively discussions with audiences at 

Toronto's Royal Agriculture Winter Fair to chatting with commuters on the GO 

Train. 

Lorna's goal is to build awareness and understanding between rural and urban 

residents in her area. Her vision is for all people to understand, support and 

respect producers. Through her agriculture education activities, she's making that 

vision a reality. 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.ofac.org/
mailto:volunteer@oafe.org
http://www.ontariofairs.com/
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PROVINCIAL FAIR PASSPORT:  Do you enjoy visiting 

several different fairs and exhibitions throughout the year ?   

OAAS is offering a fair pass (that admits two people) into fairs and 

exhibitions in the province for only $52.50. (includes GST) 

 

Fair passes are available only from the OAAS office. 

Please forward cheques payable to OAAS. 

PROVINCIAL COMPETITION RESULTS ... 
 AND THE WINNER IS... 

Machine Quilt  
1

st
   Kelly Schroeder, District #11 

              2
nd

  Pat Reynolds, District #4 

 

Hand Quilt 
1

st
 Joanne Farrell, District #10 

2
nd  Gail Govier, District #15 

 

Cookies 
 1st - Kari de Boer, District #5 

              2nd - Zoe Ellis, District #9 

              3rd - Krista McCarney, District #7 

 

Bread 
 1st -  Christine Havill, District #6 

               2nd - Betty Ann Wagler, District #7 

               3rd - Ken Litton, District #4 

 

Posters 
 Youth A: 1

st 
- Williamstown Youth B: 1

st 
- Metcalfe  

    2
nd 

- Dresden    2
nd

 - Embro 

    3
rd
 - Bracebridge    3

rd 
- Bracebridge 

 

 Printed:  1
st 

- Harriston-Minto 

     2
nd

 - Petrolia-Enniskillen 

  3
rd
 - Six Nations 

 

Displays 
  3-D: 1

st
 - Kinmount 2-D:   1

st
 - Six Nations 

 2
nd 
ï Feversham  2

nd
  - Arran-Tara 

 3
rd 

- Erin
 
                3

rd
 - Caledonia 

 

Photography 
Grand Champion:  Caledonia 

Junior Champion:  Hanover 

 

The OAAS Directors would like to thank 

EVERYONE   

who donated to and/or purchased articles at the 
2009 Convention auctions. 

Your generosity made these events 

a great success.   Thank you  
 

PICTORIAL BOOK FOR SALE  
 

 

 

Contact Sylvia Parr to 

order your copy today:  

905-648-3955      

sylvia009@sympatico.ca 

RAINY DAY ACTIVITY BOOKS ARE  
 STILL AVAILABLE - $5.00 

Contact OAAS to order today  
 

Ancaster Agricultural Society invites you to visit 

their new Fair Grounds & Buildings 

ANCASTER OPEN HOUSE  
 

Saturday May 9
th
 ï 11am to 3pm 

630 Trinity Road, Jerseyville 
 

~ Everyone is Welcome ~ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.ontariofairs.com  

 

 

Congratulations to Yvonne Landon, Lansdowne Ag. Society  

for winning the deluxe package at the Ancaster Fair  

tradeshow booth draw, OAAS Convention. 

An excellent collection of 

memories from across the 

province.  Get yours today. 

                   PLANTING SEASON HAS ARRIVED é  

                             Whatôs In Your Garden ?? 
 

In my garden I will plant five rows of peas:  Preparedness, Promptness, 

Perseverance, Politeness and Prayer 

 

Next to them I will plant three rows of squash.  Squash gossip,  

squash criticism & squash indifference. 

 

Then I will put 3 rows of lettuce.  Let us be successful, Let us work 

together and Let us help one another. 

 

No garden is complete without turnips.  Turn up for meetings.  Turn up  

with a smile.  Turn up with a new idea.  Turn up with determination. 
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Ontario Agri-Food Education Inc. (OAFE) Award of 
Excellence in Agri-Food Education 

 
Port Hope Agricultural Society was the recipient of the Ontario 
Agri-Food Education Inc. (OAFE) Award of Excellence in Agri-
Food Education at the recent OAAS Convention. Each year, our 
provincial fairs educate the public about where their food comes 
from and this award is designed to recognize an Ontario Fairôs ag 
education program. OAFE is very pleased to be able to present 
this award and congratulates  not only Port Hope Ag Society for 
being  the successful recipient but also Binbrook Ag Society and 
Moore Ag Society (Brigden  
Fair) for submitting excellent  
reports on their wonderful  
ag education programs. For  
more information on this award and how OAFE 
assists Ontario Fairs with  
their ag education programs, 
 please contact Lorna Wilson,  
Volunteer and Membership  
Coordinator by email at 
 volunteer@oafe.org or by  

phone 905-878-1510.  

 

 

Updated Homecraft Judging Standard books  

The OAAS Ho mecraft Judging Standard book 

has been revised and is currently available 

throughout the OAAS Office.   Overall 

clarification throughout was improved, as well 

as the addition of judging scrapbooking and 

displays.  $5.25, includes GST and shipping.  

OAAS PAST PRESIDENTSô  

ASSOCIATION AWARD  
 Presented by Nothers Awards, London 

 

The OAAS Past Presidentsô Association and Nothers 

Awards would like to present an annual award to an 

outstanding Secretary, Treasurer or Secretary/Treasurer 

who has served their Agricultural Society for at least 15 

years.   Application deadline is December 1, 2009 to 

OAAS Past Presidentsô Association c/o Betty Lester, 84 

Albert St N., Lindsay, ON K9V 4K3 Ph: 705-324-5644.  

Award presentation will take place at the 2010 Convention, 

February 18-20. 

 

OAAS  2009 CONV ENTION EVALUATIONS:  Thank you for 

taking the time to complete a 2009 Con vention Survey.  Your 

feedback was summarized and shared with the entire OAAS  

Board of Directors and Executive while planning for 2010.  

 

OAAS has d one previous research regarding relocating  our 

annual convention , we have considered: the central location, 

transportation options, available rooming (400+ per night), 

meeting rooms (12+ seminar rooms ), large function rooms  

(Showcase, Tradeshow) and pricin g. 

 

As much as we appreciate your constructive comments we would 

also like to receive your suggestions to improve our schedule and 

program.    

 

The OAAS is always looking for Showcase entertainment & 

Tradeshow vendor suggestions.   Let us know who you want to see. 

 

OAAS Convention information and programming is updated on 

the website as it becomes available.  Stay tuned.  

DONõT FORGET TO SEND YOUR FAIR PICTURES 

TO THE OAAS , TO POST ON OUR  

NEW  WEBSITE.  

 

SEND YOUR PHOTOS TO:  

 oaas@bellnet.ca 

Back by popular demand, the 2
nd

 Edition of the OAAS 

Cookbook has been released !!!!  

Over 400+ delicious recipes from across the province.  

Contact y our District Director or  

 the  OAAS to order your copy today.  

  $10.00, includes GST  
(shipping may be extra ) 

 
 

 

 

 

UPDATE FROM THE OAAS AGM ï District #7 Resolution 
 

The OAAS Board of Directors passed the following motion on April 

4, 2009: ñThe OAAS Executive will hire a facilitator to lead a 

visioning session as per the District 7 Resolution.  This visioning 

session will take place as part of the October meeting of the Board of 

Directors.  Request $1,000 of OAAS monies to supplement those 

monies already pledged.ò 

 

REQUESTED FROM AGRICULTURAL SOCIETIES BY JULY 31, 

2009:  Please contact your DISTRICT DIRECTORS in writing if 

your Agricultural Society has any comments, suggestions, questions 

or concerns which you feel would be pertinent to this visioning 

session.   Your input is welcome and vital to the process.   

 

The Directors realize that it may be necessary to hold further 

session(s) to achieve the goals suggested by the Resolution; and 

these will be scheduled if necessary. 

 

We look forward to hearing from you as we build on our Proud 

Heritage for a Promising Future of the Ontario Association of 

Agricultural Societies. 

 

Joanne and Meredith  

 

 

Congratulations to Erin, Collingwood and Clinton Ag. Society for each 
winning one complimentary registration to the 2010 OAAS Convention.  

Thank you taking the time to complete a convention survey. 

mailto:volunteer@oafe.org

